Season of the Spirit
LWF Communion Prayer
for Pentecost 2020
Week 6 – Fifth Week after Pentecost

Introduction
Welcome to ordinary time! The liturgical season of Pentecost is called “ordinary” because
the weeks are ordered, or numbered. Some of our churches order these weeks according
to the Sundays after Pentecost, some after Trinity Sunday, and others, until the start of
Advent, and a new liturgical year. This season is replete with stories of the early church,
and the ways in which the Holy Spirit calls, enlightens and equips the Church to participate in the ministry of reconciliation begun in Jesus Christ. Though it is called ordinary,
the season of Pentecost is rather extraordinary!
Pentecost is a Season of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples like
tongues of fire, giving the ability to be understood in diverse languages. In a great reversal
of the Tower of Babel story (Genesis 11) the story of Pentecost reminds us that the Holy
Spirit equips illuminates a diversity of gifts. As a priesthood of all believers, each of us
is uniquely gifted to live out our baptismal vocation. During this season, there are also
a diversity of church festivals, such as Trinity Sunday, Holy Cross Day, All Saints and All
Souls, and the Reign of Christ. The Pentecost season also leads into the 16 Days of Action against Gender Based Violence, where we profess the image of God and the breath
of the Spirit in each human being.
Pentecost is a green time. The prominent liturgical color of this season is green, which
signifies growth in many cultures. In some parts of the globe this is the growing season.
But regardless of what hemisphere in which we live, Pentecost is a season to focus on
the work of the Spirit who nurtures our gifts to bear fruit. In these weeks we mark the
Season of Creation (1 September – 4 October). This is a time to give thanks for all creation,
and the Holy Spirit who renews the face of the earth, and our vocation to till and keep
this garden in a sustainable and just peace.
The ongoing experience of a global pandemic reminds us of our common nature,
and the vulnerabilities and limits of being a creature. May Pentecost be for us a hopeful
season to remember the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
We offer this resource to our global Lutheran communion, as a way to be in the
solidarity of prayer during this Season of the Spirit. Daily prayer follows a simple order:
psalmody and prayer. Prayers can be adapted for use in your practice of prayer: singing
songs, adding your prayers, or any liturgical acts that are meaningful in your context. In
addition to the texts, which follow the Revised Common Lectionary, you will notice that
each week contains a meditation on the Sunday text.
We commend these prayers to your use, whether alone in your home, as a family,
or as your community is able to gather at a distance. As you pray in solidarity with the
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communion across the globe, and the communion of saints in all times and places, be
encouraged by the counsel that Luther offers in his letter, A Simple Way to Pray:
“Never think that you are kneeling or standing alone, rather think that the whole of the
Church…are standing there beside you and you are standing among them in a common,
united petition which God cannot disdain. There we find God the Creator, God the Redeemer, God the Holy Spirit, that is, God who daily sanctifies us.”

And throughout this green time, may the Spirit of God bring forth new growth in you.
Prayers are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Augsburg Fortress, 2006. All scriptural
texts are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). The daily lectionary of the
Revised Common Lectionary is followed.
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Sunday, 5 July 2020
Psalmody
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your faithful shall bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your power,
to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all
generations. The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.
The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.
– Psalm 145:8-14

Word
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces
and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed,
and you did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
(…) At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me
by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you
that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
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Meditation – Disney Princess Theology
Chapter 11 of Matthew’s Gospel illuminates conflict: John the Baptist questions Jesus’
identity, Jesus critiques the current generation, reproaches unrepentant cities, both John
and Jesus are questioned in the public arena...
Who are those “children sitting in the marketplaces…” demanding that the Holy One
dance to our tunes and conform to our own expectations? That couldn’t be about us,
or is it?
Selective interpretation of scripture is a human tendency and temptation—we want
to identify with the “good guys/ gals” and point to the negative as belonging to “others”
– those bad actors. Erna Kim Hackett writes: “White Christianity suffers from a bad case
of Disney Princess theology. As each individual reads Scripture, they see themselves as
the Princess in every story. They are Ester, never Xerxes or Haman. They are Peter, never
Judas…. And it means that as people in power, they have no lens for locating themselves
rightly in Scripture or society—and it has made them blind and utterly ill-equipped to
engage issues of power and injustice…”
Robust elements of the Lutheran theological tradition seek to realign this tendency.
“Theologians of the Cross” call a thing what it is. Understanding sin as brokenness or
alienation from God and from one another and indeed, all of creation, has profound consequences for our call and walk of faith, encompassing relationships, confronting power
and injustice. Recent examples of structural, systemic sin abound: racism, sexism, all
“isms” that diminish and deny the full humanity and dignity of “the other.”
While it is tempting to skip over the unsettling first section to rush to the end, our
text holds law and gospel in tension—naming the very human tendency whereby we,
as capricious children, want to re-make the Holy according to our expectations, rather
than letting God be God. Only after bearing the weight of our failure to uphold God’s law
can we hear and respond to the invitation of Christ—to “come to me all who are heavily
laden, and I will give you rest.”
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Prayer
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Monday, 6 July 2020
Psalmody
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up,
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
my soul is like the weaned child that is with me.
O Israel, hope in the Lord
from this time on and forevermore.
– Psalm 131

Word
Romans 1:20
Ever since the creation of the world God’s eternal power and divine nature, invisible though
they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made.

Prayer
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. May our hearts and voices join
with all creation in thanksgiving and in waiting for you. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Tuesday, 7 July 2020
Psalmody
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up,
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
my soul is like the weaned child that is with me.
O Israel, hope in the Lord
from this time on and forevermore.
– Psalm 131

Word
Romans 3:3-4a
What if some were unfaithful? Will their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? By no
means!

Prayer
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. May your faithfulness always
sustain us on our pilgrimage of faith. Guide us by your Holy Spirit. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Wednesday, 8 July 2020
Psalmody
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up,
my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.
But I have calmed and quieted my soul,
like a weaned child with its mother;
my soul is like the weaned child that is with me.
O Israel, hope in the Lord
from this time on and forevermore.
– Psalm 131

Word
John 13:12-17
After Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and
Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you
also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.”
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Prayer
God, our hope is in you, may your love and service be reflected in our worship, in
our work, in our lives and in our world. Sustain the whole human family in your
mercy. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Thursday, 9 July 2020
Psalmody
You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.
– Psalm 65:9-13
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Word
Romans 7:4
In the same way, my friends, you have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that
you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead in order that we may
bear fruit for God.

Prayer
Merciful God, deepen in us the bonds of our common humanity that we bear one
another through the joys and the trials of life. Renew us continually through your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Friday, 10 July 2020
Psalmody
You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.
– Psalm 65:9-13
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Word
Isaiah 48:6-8a
You have heard; now see all this;
and will you not declare it?
From this time forward I make you hear new things,
hidden things that you have not known.
They are created now, not long ago;
before today you have never heard of them,
so that you could not say, “I already knew them.”
You have never heard, you have never known,
from of old your ear has not been opened.

Prayer
Wondrous God! You make all things new. You renew the face of the earth. Grant us
to live in harmony with your marvelous works, with your creation, and to witness to
your new creation. Amen.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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Saturday, 11 July 2020
Psalmody
You visit the earth and water it,
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.
– Psalm 65:9-13

Word
John 12:44-46
Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent
me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world, so
that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness.
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Prayer
Light of the world, illumine those places in our lives and world that hide from your
justice and mercy. Renew your church daily in the love of the Holy Trinity, one God,
now and forever.
Our Father in heaven …
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Lord bless us and direct our days and our deeds in peace.
Amen.
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