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Newsletter 

Violence erupted on 15th of December in the capital Juba. The 
conflict spread northwards, affecting all LWF South Sudan 
program areas in Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile states, and is 
still ongoing in several parts of the country. 

According to OCHA, the fighting has displaced 468,000 people 
within the country. There are credible reports of human rights 
violations by both state and non-state actors. 

Immediately after the fighting erupted on the 15th of December, 
LWF South Sudan was forced to temporarily evacuate most of 
our international and even some of our national staff.  As of 13th 
of January most of our staff have reported back to duty and are 
now in the progress of resuming planned activities and 
stepping up our immediate crisis response. 

LWF South Sudan crisis response 

 Participating in a number of different assessment 
missions in all three states. 

 Participating in human rights missions in Jonglei 

 Procurement of additional NFIs to more than 8.000 
IDPs and water purification for 10.000 IDPs via 
Uganda for distribution in South Sudan.  

 Distributing our last NFIs to more than 350 vulnerable 
households in Twic East. 

 Resuming education and child protection activities  in 
Unity and Upper Nile States 

 Working pro-actively in different clusters with UNHCR, 
IOM, ACT Alliance members and other implementing 
partners in responding to the current crisis. 

 Boosting up our HQ capacity to handle the increasing 
demand for immediate emergence response all over 
the country. 

Assessment mission in Unity 
From 8th to 13th of January LWF Country Representative Arie 
den Toom participated in a joint assessment mission in Unity 
state with senior UN staff. The following is cut from the initial 
report from the mission. 

On the 8th about 5000 IDPs had taken shelter in the UNMISS 
base in Rubkona. When the military situation became more 
unstable on the 9th and 10th about 4000 more IDP’s came to the 
UNMISS base for protection...In general the conditions in the 
camps lacked proper water and sanitation facilities, plus shelter 
and food…  

On the 10th we meet with the Commissioner in Pariang and he 
informed us that about 40,000 people were hiding around the 
refugee camp in Ajoung Thok..... We tried to locate the 40,000 
IDP’s, but most of them remained in inaccessible forest and 
swamp areas. In general the situation in the country side of 
Unity is bad... Main problem is the mixed population, which 
forces the UN and NGO’s to have separated camps to avoid 
high tensions or even killings among the IPD’s.  

Main needs are food, water sanitation, NFI kits and protection 
etc..... most of the IDP’s are woman and children. 

 

IDPs in UNMISS base in Rubkona (8-1-2014). Photo: LWF South Sudan 
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Challenges 
Since the outbreak of hostilities, humanitarian access to 
affected areas has been a challenge. LWF is currently 
implementing in Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei, three of the 
states severely affected by fighting. UNOCHA highlighted that 
as of the 17th of January, aid agencies have only been able to 
reach around 204,500 people with some assistance out of 
468,100 IDPs nationwide.  

On-going hostilities are currently hampering humanitarian 
access to Malakal, as aid flights have been unable to secure 
adequate safety assurances from the parties to the conflict.  

As of the 15th of January reports of looting and destruction of 
civilians and humanitarian property continued, with the situation 
particularly problematic in Bentiu, Bor and Malakal.  

UN OCHA estimates the following as of 16th of January 

 468.100 have become IDPs 
since 15th of December. 

 204.500 IDP’s have been 
reached with some 
assistance. 

 263.600 IDP’s have not 
been reached with any 
assistance so far. 

 66.9000 IDPs are staying in 
UN bases. 

 83.900 South Sudanese 
have become refugees in 
other countries. 

The response matrix as shown 
to the right is covering states, 
but it is important to remember 
that the response so far have 

only be able to reach the IDP’s 
residing inside the UNMISS 
bases. The access to IDPs 
outside the bases have been very 
sporadic and the necessary 
humanitarian access is often not 
available. 

Since the beginning of January, LWF has sent teams to carry 
out assessments in Parieng, Bentiu, Pibor and Maban. With the 
improvement in humanitarian access in Unity and Upper Nile 
State, LWF will be carrying out an Education and Child 
Protection assessment in several counties to ensure that critical 
protection issues for displaced children are not overlooked. 

Human rights mission to Jonglei 
On the 19th January, Alexandra Balmer, LWF Area Coordinator 
Jonglei, attended on a joint mission with three (3) UN Human 
Rights Staff into Likwangole, Pibor County, Jonglei State.  In 
her report you can – among others – read the following. 

 

Human rights assessment with children in Jonglei on 19th of January. 

The Payam Administrator, advised that there had been no 
humanitarian support or visit to the area since 15th December 
2013…. 

…. the population of Likwangole is usually 9,000 people, 
however, it was reported that due to the violence in the area, 
many communities had become displaced and had fled into the 
bush, or had moved with their families to Juba, Kenya or 
Uganda to seek refuge. The estimated family household size is 
between 7 – 10 people per family, however no assessment has 
been made on the current population in the area or those 
displaced close to the area, who are seeking refuge in the bush 
or along the river.  

On the 15th December fighting broke out in the evening in Juba, 
this news spread to the government forces in Likwangole and 
on the night of 17th December, fighting broke out amongst the 
army in the barracks, which displaced the Murle community 
living in that area.  

...Accessibility could still remain an issue when planning a 
response and it is recommended that NGOs work closely with 
their Clusters and the Logistics Cluster on transportation 
options by air (helicopter). 

 ...Murle community members advised of the following Murle 
community needs: Food, Health, NFI’s and WASH. 

LWF are now – together with NCA – making recommendations 
for a response to the Murle Community in Food, NFI, WASH, 
Education, Protection – this will all be coordinated through the 
ACT Alliance.  

Response Matrix as of 13th of January. 

Source: OCHA 
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Jonglei State 
LWF Jonglei programmes were severely hit by the fighting’s 
that erupted in Jonglei after the 16th of December. Our 
compounds, offices and warehouses have been looted by state 
and non-state actors as well as staff family members have 
been wounded and killed in the tense fighting’s that have been 
going on inside Jonglei until today. 

Just before the sudden onset of the conflict our Emergency 
Team went in to Twic East on the 13th of December where they 
managed to distribute cash as well as monitoring ongoing 
training on peace and protection. 

Caught up in between government and oppositions forces our 
team was dramatically evacuated out on the 20th and 21th of 
December. Since then Jonglei have been inaccessible for 
humanitarian response. All available NFI’s have since been 
distributed to more than 350 IDP households from Bor.  

 

LWF's Jonglei Emergency Team preparing for cash distributions in Paliau on 
the 16th of December and Maar on the 17th of December. 

LWF is currently preparing for emergency response as soon 
Jonglei becomes accessible.  The Responses are focusing on 
NFIs, Protection, Education, Child Protection, and Soft WASH 
activities such as water purification and hygiene, all activities 
are being coordinated through National and State Cluster 
systems as well as with ACT partners on the ground.  

Unity State 
LWF has been working in Unity State in Ajuong Thok refugee 
camp since April 2013, running Education and Child Protection 
activities in the camp. To date, LWF has established two 
primary schools and one secondary school, recruited over 50 
teachers who are delivering education to 2300 students every 
day. In 2014, LWF will be expanding its education programs, 
having gained funding from the EU Nobel Peace Prize and 
Vodafone Foundation. Since the outbreak of hostilities on the 
15th of December, LWF has continuously been on the ground 
offering Emergency Education and Child Protection services to 
IDPs and refugee youths in Ajuong Thok Refugee camp.  

 

Children getting new toys in CFS in Ajoung Thok. 

Rapid assessments were done in week 2 by LWF staff 
accessing Ajoung Thok, Pariang and Bentiu. 

In the coming week the full team will go back to resume full 
scale activities in the refugee camp and to do needs 
assessments in both Bentiu, Pariang and the area around the 
refugee camp (Jam Jang), where reported 22.000 IDPs is 
currently staying without any support 

Upper Nile State 
When the crisis spread out over the country after the 15th of 
December our team in Maban was sending out all non-
essential staff on the 20th of December. These few staff left 
behind was then forced to evacuate out a few days later. This 
last evacuation also included a school construction team 

LWF has been working in Maban in Upper Nile State since 
early 2011, running Education and Child Protection activities in 
the camp. 

Essential staff went back on 15th of January to access the 
security and to resume activities in the refugee camps, and as 
of today our activities is up running again 

 

Children in Batil refugee camp ready to go back to school as soon as 
possible. 
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A voice from the field 
My name is Philip Deng and I was 
born in Panrieng County, Unity 
State in 1978. I am working for LWF 
in Ajuong Thok refugee camp.  

My interest for working for refugees 
is motivated by the fact that I was a 
refugee for 15 years in Ethiopia and 
Kenya from 1989 until to 2004. It is 
my wish to serve the people who 
are undergoing the same terrible suffering that I had gone 
through most of my life.  

Our student’s age for both Primary and Secondary schools 
ranges from 5 to 45 years! This means that not only have the 
students  undergone different education curriculums in many 
different countries of East Africa, but they also form up classes 
with an age span that could be more that 30 years. This is a big 
challenge for teachers 

Our students are often feeling home sick and of course they 
reflect on the war experiences they have had on their way to 
the camp. But at the same time the often enjoy their lives as 
students with option of gaining knowledge. Since the conflict 
that has arisen in South Sudan, the refugee students have 
showed that they sympathizes with the South Sudanese host 
communities and opened up their classes and student groups 
for the growing numbers of IDPs.  

They feel that the status for  
being a refugee is not for  
them alone but could be 
for every human being. 

Philip Abuy deJupiny Deng 
Education Officer 

Information 
 Arie den Toom, Country Representative 

Mail: rep.ssd@lwfdws.org 
Cell: +211 912 121 408 
SatPhone: +882 165 107 9111 

 Jan Erik Kroyer, Team Leader 
Mail: jek.lwf@gmail.com 
Cell: +211 913 341 301 
SatPhone: +882 164 444 6207 

 Alexandra Blaise Balmer, Area Coordinator 
Mail: proz1.ssd@lwfdws.org 
Cell: +211 913 167 283 

 
 

Map: UNOCHA  

17th of January 2014 
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