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The President

TO: Heads of Churches in Zimbabwe

15 July 2008

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Grace and peace to you from our Lord and SavicsusJ€hrist.

| write to you on behalf of the Lutheran World Feateon (LWF) and its global constituency
of 140 member churches in 78 countries represeptmeg 68 million people, to assure you of
our prayers and accompaniment as you continuertg gat your ministries in such a difficult
situation as you face in Zimbabwe.

The LWF Council met in Arusha, Tanzania, on 25-30eJ2008. Meeting in the African
region this time, our thoughts and prayers wereiiably and inexorably drawn to the
tribulations of the people of Zimbabwe in the midstleepening humanitarian and political
crisis. On 26 June 2008, the eve of the presidemimaoff election, the LWF Council issued a
public statement — a copy of which | enclose hettewiin which we called “for an immediate
end to political violence and repression in thairdoy, and the restoration of the democracy
for which so many Zimbabweans have struggled aed’diWe noted, with great sadness, that
“the perpetrators of that intimidation and violer@a/e not hesitated to target church leaders
and clergy, as well as opposition party leadersraathbers, media representatives,
academics, specific groups within Zimbabwean sgcatd anyone thought to have voted for
the opposition in the March 29 elections.” We dealathat “ the attacks on Zimbabweans for
exercising their right of democratic choice areedily contrary to the purpose of the struggle
for Zimbabwe’s liberation from colonial rule.” Welded for the “urgent establishment of a
process for building peace in Zimbabwe in whichnallional actors, regional organizations
and the international community are engaged.” Aedaffirmed that “the Lutheran World
Federation stands ready to support the peoplerob@bwe in rebuilding their nation, and in
restoring their betrayed hopes of a life in digraityd justice.”

At the request of the LWF Council, | am writingghetter to you as church leaders in
Zimbabwe to express our hope and trust in GodGak cares for and will save the suffering
people of Zimbabwe. | particularly wish to affirtmet efforts of the churches in this situation,
in helping people whose livelihoods and lives hagen undermined by the economic crisis,
and who have been the victims of violence and idtion. | applaud your initiatives to
promote peace and to advocate for justice in Zimegalespecially where such initiatives
have been taken ecumenically, as the common posifithe churches in Zimbabwe. “The
Zimbabwe We Want: Towards a National Vision for Babwe”, issued in September 2006,
was a prophetic call for national unity, as welbasexpression of ecumenical witness going
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beyond the boundaries of existing ecumenical sirast Your latest statement, in which you
declared your shared view that the will of the geag Zimbabwe was not given authentic
expression in the election last month, emphasizeddle of the churches in partnering with
all efforts to bring peace, stability and recoratitbn within the nation. Through such efforts
and initiatives, you are true to your calling asr@ies in confronting suffering and injustice
and promoting peace, through common witness inSChri

| assure you of our solidarity and support in yessential withess and mission. Through the
participation of the Evangelical Lutheran Churclzimbabwe, the entire worldwide
Lutheran communion is standing and working togettigr you in this struggle. Just as we
played a role in the rehabilitation and nationalding processes in Zimbabwe after
independence, the LWF now stands ready to suppemédople of Zimbabwe in rebuilding
their nation when the current crisis has been vesbland in restoring their hopes of a life in
dignity and justice.

May God continue to give you strength and hopecassrginister to God’s people at this
critical moment.

Yours in Christ,
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Mark S. Hanson
LWF President



