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THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN THE CARE OF PEOPLE
LIVING WITH HIV/IDS

Resolution adopted by the Ninth Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation
Hong Kong, 8-16 July 1997

Recognizing that the HIV/AIDS pandemic has intengfied and continues to spread throughout the
world, especiadly in the economicaly poor countries;

Recognizing that the people mogt affected by the HIV virus are the poorest of the poor, children,
young and productive persons, women, theilliterate and the margindized,

Recognizing that the HIV/AIDS problem should not only be approached from the medica point of
view but aso from the concern for human dignity and the right of the individud to enjoy the highest

possble qudity of life;

Convinced that HIV/AIDS is adisease like any other disease which should not be confused with
mora diagnosis,

Recognizing that people living with HIV/AIDS are often neglected, rejected and ostracized by
relatives, friends and society; and

Recognizing the churches understanding of inclusiveness;
Beit resolved that the Assembly:

1. reaffirmsadl resolutions declared by the Lutheran World Federation on pastoral care, advocacy
and dleviaion of suffering for people living with HIV/AIDS; and

2. urgesthe member churchesto press towards the implementation of this and previoudy declared
resolutions on HIV/AIDS into action.

P.O. BOX 2100 - ROUTE DE FERNEY 1350 - CH-1211 GENEVA 2 - SWITZERLAND
TELEPHONE +41 22 791 6111 - FAX +41 22 791 6630



