Announcing the first four books in the “Theology in the Life of the
Church” series of the Lutheran World Federation February 2009

THE BOOK: The church has often been complicit with dynamics of empire.
Nonetheless, it also needs to critique and embody alternatives to it, especially in and
through communities of faith. Here, theologians take up the daunting challenge of
developing constructive theological responses, grounded in the Triune God, which have
the potential to counter, transform and nurture long-term resistance to empire today.

CONTRIBUTORS: Charles Amjad-Ali; Wanda Deifelt; Guillermo Hansen; John F.
Hoffmeyer; Michael Hoy; Allen G. Jorgenson; Faith K. Lugazia; Cynthia Moe-Lobeda;
Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer; Cheryl M. Peterson; Mary Philip; Gary M. Simpson; William R.
Strehlow; Johannes Gerhardus Jacobus Swart; Deanna A. Thompson. EDITOR: Karen
L. Bloomquist

THE BOOK: Churches are facing complex interreligious realities. These require a
multidimensional approach that addresses theological as well as societal aspects. In this
book, faith, hope and love are seen as three basic dimensions in interreligious encounters
that can be constructively engaged and further deepened. Given this starting point,
writers from different parts of the world develop theological reflections arising from
their specific interreligious engagement and research. The intent of this book is to
deepen commitment to and theological discernment within interreligious relations.

CONTRIBUTORS: Hazel O. Ayanga; Barbara Birkert-Engel; Paul S. Chung; Helene
Egnell; Johannes Ehmann; Detlef Goérrig; Anne Hege Grung; Goran Gunner; Risto
Jukko; Emi Mase-Hasegawa; Kristin Johnston Largen; Friedrich Schweitzer; Martin
Lukito Sinaga. EDITOR: Simone Sinn

THE BOOK: In this third book of the Theology in the Life of the Church series, a
variety of mostly Asian theologians propose points of departure for theological inquiry,
based on particular struggles of their churches to discern who they are (identity), to
survive in economically and/or politically threatening situations, and to bear witness to
their faith in the midst of religious diversity and resurgence. A question running
throughout the book is, What are the lived realities of people in local communities and
the questions this evokes that need to be addressed theologically?

CONTRIBUTORS: Kajsa Ahlstrand; Suneel Bhanu Busi; Chung Song Mee; Hans-
Peter Grosshans; Samuel Ngun Ling; Emi Mase-Hasegawa; Prasuna Nelavala; Basil
Schild; Martin Lukito Sinaga; Simone Sinn; Wang Guicai; Vitor Westhelle. EDITOR:
Karen L. Bloomquist.

THE BOOK: This fourth book of the Theology in the Life of the Church series,
discusses the spread and influence of diverse expressions of Pentecostalism throughout
the world, especially Africa, which are posing significant challenges to Lutheran as well
as other churches. At a seminar of the Lutheran World Federation in South Africa,
theologians debated how they are responding to these challenges. Articles in this book
highlight how some Lutheran convictions and understandings can counter, balance or
expand upon Pentecostal beliefs and practices.

CONTRIBUTORS: J. Kwabena Asamoha-Gyadu, Ghana; Ibrahim Bitrus, Nigeria;
Musawenkosi Biyela, South Africa; Samuel Dawai, Cameroon; Hans-Peter Grosshans,
Germany; Guillermo Hansen, Argentina/USA; Paul John Isaak, Namibia/Switzetland;
Rogate Mshana, Tanzania/Switzetland; Sarojini Nada, South Africa; Cheryl S. Pero,
USA; Gertrud Ténsing, South Africa; and Galana Babusa Yako Yako, Kenya. EDITOR: Karen L. Bloomquist.
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Other recent publications

Bridges instead of Walls. Christian-Muslim Interaction in Denmark, Indonesia and Nigeria, Lissi
Rasmussen (ed.)

Lutheran University Press/The Lutheran World Federation, ISBN 978-3-905676-56-3, CHF 24.--,
USD 20.-- € 14.--, plus postage and packing

“So the poor have hope, and injustice shuts its mouth.” Poverty and the Mission of the Church in
Africa, Karen L. Bloomquist and Musa Panti Filibus (eds)
LWF Studies 01/2007, ISBN 978-3-905676-59-4, CHF 18, USD 15.--, € 12.--, plus p&p.

Leadership and Power in the Ministry of the Church, Reinhard Boettcher
ISBN 978-3-905676-54-9, free of charge. Postage and packing costs for bulk orders.

Witnessing to God’s Faithfulness. Issues of Biblical Authority, Reinhard Boettcher (ed.)
LWF Studies 02/2006, ISBN 3-905676-52-4, CHF 18, USD 15.--, € 12.-, plus p & p.

Spirits, Ancestors and Healing: A Global Challenge to the Church. A Resource for Discussion, Ingo
Waulfhorst (ed.)
ISBN 3-905676-49-4, free of charge. Postage and packing costs for bulk orders.
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