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Report of the General Secretary
Rev. Dr Ishmael Noko

Welcome and introduction

| would like to welcome warmly all Council membeaslvisors, ecumenical guests, observers and
special guests. Allow me extend a special welcan®€C General Secretary-elect, the Rev. Dr Olav
Fykse Tveit, whom | already greeted on behalf efflederation on the day of his election. We wish
you God'’s blessings during these months of tras#ind as you take up your new responsibilities
early next year.

The 2008 meeting of the Council at Arusha, Tanzamis held under the theme, “Melting Snow on
Mount Kilimanjaro: Christian Witness amidst the f&uihg Creation.” Our discussions and common
commitments with regard to climate change havéhgetone for the work of the Federation these last
eighteen months.

In 2008, | drew the Council’s attention to anotlssue of global significance, namely human
trafficking, a phenomenon that turns human beings éommodities, deprives them of their freedom
and rights and robs them of their dignity as cnestunade in the image of God. This trade, the
currency of which is human vulnerability, dehumasiboth victim and perpetrator. The Council's
strong reaction influenced the choice of themeH Council meeting, “Upholding Human Dignity:
Confronting Human Trafficking.” LWF President, BighMark Hanson, has already presented to you
his reflections on this theme, and a plenary disiomson human trafficking is planned for Friday, 23
October. The daily prayers during this meeting Waitlus on the pastoral dimensions of this themis. It
my hope that on the basis of the President’s addtles experience in our daily prayers, plenary
discussions and the work in the committees, thenGibwill take appropriate action.

| shall not attempt to report in detail on evergththe LWF Secretariat has done since we last met.
Council members have received the Annual Reporiiwilustrates clearly the synergies between the
Secretariat’s different departments and units.Heurhore, you will have read the reports from the
DMD Project Committee, the Standing Committee farrltf Service, program plans from the various
departments and units that will be considered byréispective Program Committees, publications
from DTS and Assembly related documents. Thesaddition to regular LWI news releases, provide
a comprehensive picture of the Secretariat's warkthe countless hours the staff has spent praparin
for this Council.

Therefore, | intend to use my reporting time tohhight certain activities that we undertook durthg
period under review, and thereafter discuss a nuwib@verarching issues.

Context

The global economic crisis: Since our last meeting, the world has experierctdancial and

economic crisis, unprecedented in modern timesgané@rated by irresponsibility on the international
financial markets. As we are all aware, becaushisfcrisis, member churches and church institgtion
have suffered greatly. All of us are strugglinghntihe current economic realities: in some cases,
pastors and staff have not been paid; diaconaliteesi have been significantly reduced; nursing Bsm
for the elderly and children are facing immanensate if they have not already been closed; staff
have been made redundant; missionary personnbkearg recalled and laid off; pension funds have
dwindled; existing commitments become unsustainabtdens and some LWF programs and projects
remain under- if not unfunded. If funding does imgprove, we will have to face the painful realify o
having to phase out, if not close down, some ofssential activities much earlier than originally
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intended. While dwindling financial resources chiatie the material ways in which we express our
solidarity, it is my since hope that it will notrdinish the capacity of our spiritual solidarity, st is a
gift from Christ.

Nonetheless, the crisis also highlights the intenextedness of our global village and offers a
commentary on the Assembly theme: “ Give Us Today @aily Bread.” Its universal tone and appeal
invite us to reflect more deeply on the nature amality of our interconnectedness with the rest of
creation. Let me briefly explain what | mean. Othex last few years, | have been watching the
“Discovery Channel,” a TV channel devoted to ansvai land and under water. Each animal has
many fascinating characteristics, but one of thegny traits they all have in common, also with
human beings, is the remarkable capacity and datation to search for something to eat. They are
food driven. As we watch them carefully, withoutdue sentimentality, we are likely to conclude that
the “us” in the fourth petition in the Lord’s Prayeés inclusiveof the needs of God’s entire creation.
Therefore | believe this petition to be a quasat&ment of Needsdrticulated by human beings on
behalf of the entire creation. As a consequencgngadominion” or “presidential’ responsibility

over other creatures carries vocational obligatiaisch includes ensuring that human behavior does
not become destructive and insensitive to the nardsvelfare of the rest of God’s creatures.

The crisis has added significance to the LWF’'s amgdiscussion on poverty in Africa and elsewhere,
as well as economic ethics and accountability whighat the heart of the LWF’s program on
illegitimate debt, spearheaded by the churchesatmlAmerica on behalf of the entire communion. An
open hearing on this issue at the 2010 Assemblyewjage delegates and a wide range of other
actors.

| am nevertheless concerned that the challengeoofigiting responsibility and accountability on the
international financial markets remains largely @hnThe window of opportunity for systemic reform
is already closing and we risk returning to “busias usual.” As churches and ecumenical
organizations we are caught up in the prevailirmpemic model and yet, for the sake of justice and
the well-being of all, we ought to maintain a éti distance to the economic model under which we
live.

Climate change: In Arusha the Council approved a detailed resatut@ndating follow-up initiatives

in a number of areas. Different arms of the Sedmdthave been busy pursuing a number of such
initiatives. For instance, at a very practical letlee Secretariat has instituted its own CO2
compensation system for air travel. This was itétieat the beginning of 2009. The estimated amount
of USD20, 000 annually will be allocated to LWF anémber church projects that improve the CO2
balance. Should this system prove effective wel shalre the experience with the member churches
and related organizations. In addition, we havesiged some theological perspectives related to the
urgent challenges of climate change and have fheaisesource material for reflection and action by
the member churches.

The timeliness of these publications has been linddrby the recent disasters caused by extreme
weather events around the world. The internatioredia have reported widely on the floods that
recently occurred in the Philippines, on the higtottality” rate ofrivers and lakes in Africa (Lake
Chad is disappearing), on the fact that water ggamil result in countless conflicts and that
migration (refugees) will increase beyond expeatatEvery country is a potential destination for
climate induced immigrants/refugees, estimated@atrillion by the middle of the century. Therefore
the message is loud and clear: We can no longeémhwamust actively contribute to global ecumenical
and interreligious initiatives to respond to thisis.

We have every reason to believe that the upcomMd_limate Change Conference scheduled for
December 2009 at Copenhagen, Denmark, is extramplyrtant. If the right decisions are taken and
realistic and achievable commitments made therillibe a milestone. It is our hope that this
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conference will be much more than yet another wooidference, but an occasion on which the global
community commits itself to action oriented progsatimat will contribute towards the survival of our
planet. The LWF is sending a delegation to thiSe@mce in the hope that in these complex and
highly professional discussions those participatiiighave the necessary patience and foresight to
draw on and integrate some of the important inddgsrinsights (wisdom) on ethical and sustainable
relationships with creation. | am grateful thathbB®TS and the OIAHR have been trying to do exactly
that.

(13) Assembly preparation: Preparations both in Geneva and Stuttgart areumélérway. The
collaboration between the local assembly commited Geneva staff is excellent and worship
arrangements under the leadership of Rev. Perrdaalie progressing well. The Six Year Report has
been finalized and the Bible study and village grawaterials are now ready for dispatching to
Assembly delegates and member churches for use ioangregations. We are grateful to Prof. Erwin
Buck who was responsible for developing the Assgrobhtent. As had been requested, Erwin, in
collaboration with others, ensured that the studyenial is easily accessible to regular congregsmts
that the Assembly can be truly an Assembly of tleentmer churches and not just one for the delegates.

(14) 1would like to thank the Assembly Planning Comegt{APC) through its chairperson, Ms Angeline
Swart, for the diligent work that has brought us far. The APC's report is before you for your
consideration. | would like to thank the Germaniblzl Committee, the local assembly committee,
the Assembly staff committee and others in the &adat for their hard work. In the five assemblies
have been involved in this is the first time tha main Assembly documents are ready nine months
ahead of time.

(15)  When we gather in Stuttgart fifty-eight years wailve passed since the LWF held its Second
Assembly (Hannover 1952) in the land of the Refdioma | believe that it is natural that we ask
ourselves, What is the significance of this Assgnidal the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany
and for the ecumenical expressions within that tg@riWhat are the expectations of the churches in
Germany? What does it actually mean for the glalo#theran communion to gather in the land of the
Reformation at this point in history? | hope tHege are some of the questions that will be discluss
during the Pre-Assemblies.

(16) As | already said in Lund, the $Assembly may well be a turning point in the lifetloe LWF. As
you will have noted, the Renewal Committee’s regrhibit 8.1) encourages us to consider holding
our future assemblies within “the expanded spat&itare WCC assembilies. If we move in this
direction, which | fully support, this will nonettess require that within this expanded space thé&LW
conducts its own business in order to fulfill institutional requirements.

Strengthening the communion

(17) Visitsto and by the member churches: One of the ways to stay in constant communicatiih the
various organs of the communion is through visitarid by the member churches and related church
organizations. The Communion Office in Geneva lastdd special round table meetings on specific
issues. My Cabinet colleagues and | have held joggtings with the Archbishop of the Church of
Sweden and his senior executive staff in Uppsald,aasimilar meeting was held in Germany with
representatives of the German National Commitie&dneva, we hosted a number of delegations
from the member churches, related churches ordamisaand some of the newly elected bishops,
presidents and heads and staff of related orgamimatThese meetings are extremely important
because they provide the opportunity to gain fiesttd knowledge about the life of member churches
and to let such knowledge flow back into the dagdy work of the Secretariat. Likewise, | wish to
acknowledge the importance of exchange of visite&séen the LWF and the International Lutheran
Council. The presence of Dr Sam Nafzger, who wilidp a greeting during the course of this meeting,
is more than encouraging. Some years ago, represerstati our respective bodies met in Finland and
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made a commitment to invite each other to our smemeetings and conferences. And we are in the
habit of doing that.

Over the years, Lutheran churches have develogttmrg tradition of visiting one another. From the
LWF's perspective, such pastoral visits must beoeraged and supported with resources when such
needs arise. They are an important element ofghstalic tradition of building and strengthening th
Body of Christ. When Lutheran churches exchangésvisey do so on the basis of the understanding
that if Lutherans are to speak credibly about thigywof the Church, they must make every effort to
manifest that unity among themselves. Therefoesy #re not undertaken in isolation, but in the
context of the Universal Church of Jesus Christ.

Education and training: For decades, the LWF, through its InternationaldBaiship Program, has
played a vital role in strengthening the churchesitthancing leadership skills and staff competencie
The new L WF program on “Leadership Capacity/Compey Building,” which focuses on the human
resource development in member churches, will badu discussed by the Program Committee for
Mission and Development.

HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB are at the forefront oethWF programmatic work of strengthening
member churches. In its HIV/AIDS campaign, the L¥éeks to highlight the gender dimensions in
HIV prevention and to engage youth in discussicth action. Both are important components of an
effective ministry of healing. Nonetheless, | arthest concerned that the pandemic is no longer
receiving the attention it should and that thersoisie fatigue. | am therefore appreciative that the
Assembly Planning Committee identified HIV/AIDS @se of the issues for the Open Hearing at the
Assembly and hope that committees, especially POMDprovide some thoughts on both content
and design. Let me also draw your attention tadtt@iment “Diakonia in Context — Transformation,
Reconciliation and Empowerment. The Program Coremiftbr Mission and Development will review
it and recommend action by the Council (Exhibit)8.2

Women in church and society: A working document “It will not be so among yotiffaith reflection

on Gender and Power” (Exhibit 13.1.2) has beenldted for your attention and comments. It is part
of the process of systematizing and building upemlbgical gender vocabulary and understanding
about gender mainstreaming in LWF programs andrnign@ber-churches. The document reflects on
the past commitments of the Lutheran Communion végfard to gender, analyzes how relevant and
important gender issues were perceived and enedibg the church leaders and representatives, and
explores how to guide the communion further in bersign and an expression of an inclusive
communion.

This study is based on experiences in the WICASdéeand Power program during the last three
years. Practical recommendations and discussiane &@am three regional consultations. The
motivation for this study came from the Project Qaittee of the LWF that asked for more explicit
gender understanding to be reflected in projedewrps. This was based on finding of a gender audit
done in order to find how gender is intentionallylbinto the planning, implementation and evalaati
of the projects.

Theology in the life of the churches: This program, implemented through a series of regio
consultations, has underlined how crucial Luthehmological insights are for the challenges chusche
face today. These include such situations wherkdrah churches are in the minority among people of
other faiths, where neo-Pentecostalism is incrgasipopularity, or where fundamentalism is issuing
loud appeals. What is a distinctive Lutheran wisngesthe faith in the face of these challenges?

The final, global consultation in this program veetd in March 2009 at Augsburg, Germany. With
over 120 theologians participating, nearly halfvbfom were from the Global South, this was the
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largest and most diverse gathering of theologihasthe L WF has convened in recent history. It was
a unique opportunity to gather younger theologians only to reflect on academic questions of
theology, but to discuss the role of Lutheran thgglin responding to the challenges the member
churches are facing in the world today.

Communication: Effective communications at the heart of being a communion. Mutual caasioh

and accountability cannot function without it. Meenlchurches enjoy varying levels of capacity and
resources, but generally, communication in the adines as well as the LWF is struggling for adequate
resources. Even at a time of reduced resourcealbveis necessary to ensure that communication
systems are functioning and prioritized.

With its Web-based communication strategy, the LNgE presented the vision of an “LWF Garden,”
or web portal, which displays the diversity of coomon. The better we are connected, the stronger
our communion.

2017: 500" anniversary of the Reformation

Planning for the commemoration and observanceeoy#tar 2017 has begun. On Sunday, 1 November
2009, All Saints’ Day, | will be in Lutherstadt Vienberg. | will plant a tree in the Luther Garden
which is a part of the 580anniversary preparations. The tree planting of t66€s in the shape of a
Luther rose is to recall Martin Luther's famousisgythat if he knew that the world would end
tomorrow, he would plant a tree today. This is evene apt today, when we clearly see the
vulnerability of the world and its life-sustainiegvironment and affirm God's continuing care for al

its parts. This should not be exclusively for Lutires. Planting trees with me will be General
Secretaries of several of our ecumenical partiggrsg visible expression to the ecumenical
significance of this anniversary.

During this period of reflection on the meaningloé Lutheran tradition, | invite our Lutheran siste
and brothers, who are not part of this communioin us. In recent years, our relations with the
International Lutheran Council have gained momenrdmeh we recognize that in a number of ways we
are joined in common mission. We are entering a tifntesting this relationship. Will the diversiay

a number of ethical issues, which the LWF embragiegje us from the common work of bearing
witness to the Lutheran insights into the Christaith? | hope not. That which unites us is more
significant than that which divides us. We shaoemmon confessional heritage and | urge us to work
together in making this Lutheran movement an agéhgaling and reconciliation for the whole Body
of Christ. How can the Lutheran World Federatiod &rternational Lutheran Council engage with
each other in light of the 2017 landmark?

Reception of ecumenical achievements

On T October 2009, Lutherans, Roman Catholics and Midhgathered in Chicago, USA to
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the signindnefJoint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justifioati
(JDDJ). On 31 October, similar gatherings will tadtace in many parts of the world. One such
celebration will be in Augsburg, Germany, the sit¢he original signing of the JDDJ. We rejoicettha
Methodists will join us there, since they have afformed the JDDJ. This is a sign that it can have
healing potential even in ecclesial relationship aire not rooted in the sixteenth-century dispute

Earlier this year we entered a new phase in tHeglia with the Roman Catholic Church. A brief
statement on the ecumenical significance of th@fRa&dtion for use in our churches will be produced
and work on "baptism and growth in communion” widintinue.

One of the significant issues and actions befaeebuncil is one that carries the potential of cfirag
the painful history between Lutherans and the idrsrof the Anabaptist tradition. You will have
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taken note of the report of the LWF's dialogue vifte Mennonites, which calls Lutherans to reflect

on the witness of those theologians and pastorsopposed what Luther, Melanchthon and others had
approved. It falls on us to find a way in which wan ask for forgiveness from God, as well as from
our sisters and brothers who are the inheritote@fnabaptist tradition, for having used our
Confessional Writings to justify persecution angé@&xtion.

Allow me to invite you to reflect on the followingtow do we understand the condemnations which
we have received in our tradition? How do we cargito honor the Confessions, which contain this
language, while recognizing the changed web ofiagighips with other Christians—some of whom
are inheritors of the positions Lutherans have eamked in the past? The answers to these questions
will be important for the relationships we are depéng with a number of other church families.

As we continue to realize the implications of dfeg &s a “communion of churches,” we are exploring
the meanings of communion with our partners inAhglican Communion and the emerging new
World Communion of Reformed Churches. Our dialogith the Orthodox Churches—our longest
uninterrupted dialogue—continues to explore aspafdise “mystery of the church.” We will consider
at this Council meeting a proposal to move to a s&ge in the formal dialogue with Pentecostals,
building on the conversations conducted on beHal@LWF by the Strasbourg Institute and on
multiple other forms of study and contact over régears.

| believe that all of us recognize that ecumeniitgidulses do not only result from formal dialogues.
The LWF’s work is ecumenical. Our worldwide diacbwark (through DWS) is thoroughly
ecumenical, and our local churches are involvettiéndevelopment of ecumenical relations in ways
that are often way ahead of the formal relationsragrour global church families. These are thedruit
of our commitment to ecumenism and the seeds ftindu progress toward the visible unity of the
church of Jesus Christ.

The new ACT Alliance (Exhibit 14.2) is the result of a specific ecumenical commitnr@mbur part. It
expresses the understanding that ecumenical coremitima task, born out of ecumenical maturity

and building on the foundation of ecumenical dialegjand agreements. This new structure represents
a wide ecumenical gathering around diakonia, bmggis together with some of those whom we have
anathematized. It challenges the fragmentatioruok&éforts in this important aspect of the chur¢hes
common ministry. From this perspective, memberghipne new ACT Alliance is not a choice, but an
obligation.

The ACT International Emergency Committee and tE ADevelopment Assembly voted
overwhelmingly to create a unified “ACT Alliance—#an by Churches Together,” commencing on 1
January 2010. The present participants/observek€af Development and members of ACT
International will be invited to renew their commant to ecumenical cooperation in international
diakonia by applying for membership in the unifetucture.

The LWF is a founding member of ACT Internationadiasince its beginning, participates in ACT
Development. We welcome this unification, whichlyilovide an ecumenical platform for a close
collaboration of churches and church-related agsriai diakonia beyond effective and coordinated
responses to emergencies. Through DWS, the LWl ithe largest implementer of ACT appeals.
The Secretariat’'s and member churches’ close ievoént in the formation and work of ACT
International as well as ACT Development is a Vesixpression of the strong commitment of the
Lutheran churches to diakonia.

The Federation will be represented in the Execu@iwemittee of the ACT Alliance, whose new
constitution foresees that member churches asasdllWS associate programs will be able to join the
new ACT Alliance if they so wish. | strongly recorand to the Council the LWF's application for
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membership in the unified ACT Alliance, and encgeranember churches to consider applying for
membership also.

Another example of ecumenism in practice is the [S\ffose engagement with the WCC in
addressing a theme that has long been in the bietdwe LWF: the situation of the Dalits. “Dalitnéss
is a spiritual as well as a social condition andexumenical work in challenging caste discrimioti
is an external manifestation of a spiritual transfation against the exclusion and oppression of
“Dalitness” everywhere.

On 21-24 March 2009, the LWF and WCC jointly coregm “Global Ecumenical Conference on
Justice for Dalits,” at Bangkok. This event soughéxpress the churches’ commitment to exposing
and addressing this issue in the face of the iatemmal community’s relative silence on this issue.
Given the number of people affected, and the radeaial of human dignity that untouchability
entails, this is truly an issue not just for theiates of India, but for the global church.

Interfaith cooperation: Ultimately, such issues as development, peace amitiat and caste-based
discrimination cannot be effectively addressedhgydhurches alone. They require connections and
cooperation with other faith communities. The LWelss to pursue this cooperation in a number of
ways.

In June this year, the LWF convened a consultaifd@hristian and Muslim scholars in Indonesia.
Scholars from around the world explored the meanirfgeedom and responsibility in their respective
traditions, and their findings will be publishedlgaext year.

Middle East: Interfaith dialogue and cooperation are increagiagtical in the Holy Land. The US
administration’s increased activity and clarityaiddressing the key issue of Israeli settlementisen
Occupied Territories give us some reason for hidjgeertheless, the settlement project is so far
advanced and has accelerated to such an extentetfite US demands to put a stop to new
settlements the vision of a viable two state sotuis fading dangerously. Despite the new robustnes
of US demands, the international community’s ir@cis breeding desperation and extremism and
encouraging the exodus of Palestinian Christiaoms fhe Holy Land.

At stake today is finding new ways in which respdaliscussions can be held without being
misunderstood or misrepresented. | call on bothipal entities to resist the appeal of partisan
positions and genuinely to engage in the searchdace. Unless all parties do so, no one stands to
gain. Ultimately, there will only be victims. | ¢an all LWF member churches to stand in prayerful
solidarity with the ELCJHL in resisting violencedaimjustice, in promoting inter-faith dialogue and
cooperation for peace and in protecting and maiimgithe Christian presence and witness in the land
of Christ’s birth.

The LWF finances

Tax: | am pleased to report that after a protractedbpest negotiations between the LWF and the
State of Israel, concluded in December, 2008, aroboourt settlement could be reached that was
accepted by the Israeli High Court on 1 Januan28@sed on the agreed settlement, all claimed
arrears of tax up to 31 December 2008 were camtalid thereby a considerable threat not only to the
operation of Augusta Victoria Hospital but to thé&/E as a whole could be avoided. It was agreed that
the LWF would begin paying employers’ tax as ofhuary 2010, and that the LWF and the Israeli
Ministry of Foreign Affairs would conduct annual etimgs to ensure the long-term continuation of the
Augusta Victoria Hospital.
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| would like to thank the members of the negotiatieam, as well as the many member churches, for
their tireless efforts to address this difficukug with their governments requesting them to kiract
contact with the Israeli government. The successfttome of these negotiations is a perfect example
of our strength as a communion of churches andwewan connect local and global action.

At the same time, we are increasingly seeing theei®f liability for taxation being raised in coxike

in which the LWF operates humanitarian relief aesiedlopment programs. | fear that the days when
we could assume tax exemptions for humanitariamites are drawing to a close. In future, the LWF
and others engaged in such work will have to pterrafdifferent environment for international
diakonia.

LWF Endowment Fund: One important instrument in improving the LWF'sdirtial stability is the
Endowment Fund. Although in the last two yearsrteeassets of the fund have decreased due to
unfavorable capital markets, this phenomenon ig wrhporary. In the long term, the fund will
continue to grow. Every year we receive new dongtih.ast year, new contributions amounted to
CHF 687,166 in Geneva and USD 113,640 in the USA.HAve so far accumulated funds amounting
to over CHF 10 million. The next goal is to readdFC20 million by 2017, the 500anniversary of the
Reformation.

Until now we have responded to the financial diffies by reducing staff and staff related expenses
This is not sustainable. There is an urgent need feew, multifaceted approach to financing some of
the programmatic activities or meetings. On theasmmn of the LWF's sixtieth anniversary, | had
asked some churches in Africa and Asia to try angcat least their participants’ travel expenges.
good number of them actually did. While | am fudlyare that some small churches cannot manage to
cover such costs, | would suggest that what | riefexs the “Lund model” be included in future
financial planning. Thus, one of the member chusdheAfrica, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania (ELCT), has agreed to pay for the trawstscof all its Assembly delegates. We are asking
others in the Global South to find ways of doing #ame. The “Lund model” increases a sense of
ownership of the Federation among the churches€eftre, an organization the size of the LWF must
have on the Geneva staff a professional fundrarkerdevelops new approaches to funding beyond
our traditional sources.

Marriage, family and sexuality: Churches around the world are living through aidift period of
discernment and struggle over pastoral issues oiaga, family and sexuality. It is my hope thag th
LWF member churches could discuss these paststassn the spirit of the guidelines you adopted in
Lund and thereafter commended for use in the mewtheches. Differences have and will surely
emerge. However in the face of all these differsraoad difficulties we are reminded of the unity we
have in Christ; that through the sacrament of saptive are implanted in the Body of Christ. The
fellowship we have with one another through Chsistot of our own making but a gift paid for
through the priceless blood of Jesus Christ. THiiofjfellowship therefore constitutes the context
which we engage one another with respect and hynmiiay God keep utogether for the sake of the
Gospel.

Thank You!



